UNA PATENT POLICY

In view of the far-reading research in the various divisions of the University, it is
inevitable that new discoveries andinventions will be made. The University of North
Alabama reaognizes that the protedion and control provided under the patent laws may
have to be invoked to oltain the greaest pulic benefit and usefulnessfrom the products
of scientific research. It isreagnized that employees of the University might need
asgstancein determining and evaluating patentability and in proseauting patent
applications of inventions made by them. Many such inventionsinvolve ejuities beyond
those of the inventor himself or herself sincethe use of university fadliti es, the
assgnment of duties as a condtion d employment, and the use of research funds with
contracual obligations regarding patent rights give rise to compli caed questions
concerning rights and equities of all concerned. Therefore, in order to appraise relative
rights and equities of all parties concerned, to fadlit ate patent appli caions, licensing,
equitable distribution d royalties or other financia returns, to provide auniform
procedure in patent matters, and to serve the pullic benefit and interest, the Board of
Trustees for the University of North Alabama (herein cdl ed the University), on
recommendation d the President of the University, authorizes the establi shment of a
Patent Committee and the aloption d the patent padlicy as st forth herein.

1. The President of the University is hereby authorized to appant a University
Patent Committee @mposed of members representative of the entire University to
administer the patent palicy andto designate aPatent Administrator to administer
the pdlicies of the mmmittee This committee and the Patent Administrator shall
serve & the pleasure of, and their adions sall be subjed to the goproval andright
of review of, the President of the University.

2. Subjed to the goproval of the President, the Patent Committeeshall have the
power to adopt such rulesand procedures as are deaned appropriate; to
determine the interest of the University in al reported inventions; to cause dl
reported inventionsto be investigated in order to evaluate the interest of the
University in said invention (with due consideration given to the adievement of
the inventor and the financial returns to the inventor and the University); to
authorize the Patent Administrator to exeaute arelease when the Patent
Committeededdes that the University has nointerest in the invention a deades
that the University does not desireto pursue the patenting or development of the
patent; to authorize goplications for patents on reported inventions and to retain
patent coursel, in asociation with the University Attorney, for matters pertaining
to patent appli cations; and to make recommendations to the President with regard
to the proseaution and protedion thereof and any liti gation that may arise



therefrom. The Patent Committeeshall have power aso to doall things
appropriate for the investigation d patent rights and for the exploitation o patent
rights by dired exercise, exclusive or nonexclusive licensing, and make
recommendations to the President with regard to pertial or total assgnment or sale
thereof. All questions concerning the methods by which the patent shall be
commercialy exploited shall be dedded by the Patent Committee

All faaulty members and unversity employees, bah while employed by the
University and theredter, shall report to the Patent Committee any invention a
discovery related to the scope of their employment which they have conceved o
developed o which has been conceved o developed under their diredion duing
their university employment.

Any such invention a discovery (a) which isthe result of reseach caried on ty
or under the diredion d any employeeof the University and/or having the asts
thereof paid by university funds or from funds under the control of or
administered by the University and (b) which has been developed in whole or in
part by the utili zation d university resources or faaliti es belonging to the
University shall be assgned to the University or auniversity designated non
profit organization establi shed for its benefit. In ather situations the Patent
Committeeshoud determine if the University has an interest in the invention a
discovery. Releases sl be exeauted by the Patent Administrator when the
Patent Committeerules that the University has no interest in the patent or does not
desire to pursue the patenting of the invention.

The Patent Committeeshall cause eab invention a discovery to be investigated
in order to determine the interest of the University and, if the Patent Committee
determines that the University has an interest in the inventionwhich it desires to
pursue, it shall undertake to oltain a patent onthe invention. In determining
whether or nat the University has an interest in the invention, the Committeeshall
consider the benefits that might acaue to bah the University and the inventor.
The Patent Administrator and the Patent Committee ae resporsible to ad within
six (6) months of officia natificaion by the inventor/discoverer for the purpose of
proteding the property rights of the inventor and the University. Failureto ad
within the six (6) months time will serve & arelease of the University'sinterest in
the invention.



As further consideration for the assgnment rights st forth herein, the University
agrees to pay annually to the inventor, his heirs and assgns, fifty percent (50%) of
the royalties, fees, or other financial returns receved by the University from such
invention after adeduction d fifteen percent (15%) thereof for overheal costs,
plus adeductionfor all costs of patenting and potedion d patent rights (incurred
by the University). Recoupment of any unusua expenses paid by the University
or the inventor may be dlowed by the Patent Committeeon petents assgned to
the University or to a university-designated nonprofit organization establi shed
for its benefit. After these spedfied dsbursements are made, all remaining
financial returns from patents redized by the University are to be placed in the
general fund d the University for distribution by the Budget Committeegiving
primary consideration to the University Research Fund administered by the Vice
President for Academic Affairs and Provast.

The &owve pdicies all not predude the properly designated university officials
from approving and exeauting research propasals, contrads, grants, and

consulti ng agreements from or with the United States Government or its agencies,
from or with corporations, or from or with individuals wherein the University's
patent interest and the patent interest of the researcher, with his’her approval, are
at variancewith the @owve paragraphs; and the terms of said contrads, grants, and
agreements dall prevail. Any of the ebove University officials may refer said
proposals, grants, contrads, or agreements to the Patent Committeefor
recommendations prior to approval. To the extent the provisions of these
proposals, contrads, grants, and agreements permit, the University shall
administer such patents © as to make them broadly avail able in the puldic
interest. This may be acomplished through nonexclusive licensing on aroyalty-
freg or ona reasonable royalty basis. Exclusive licensing may be utili zed for
limited periods when further development is needed ar investment or risk capital
isnat readily avail able, or thereisno aher incentive for the development of the
invention.

This datement of palicy shall not apply to copyrights except as they may pertain
to inventions covered by thispalicy. This padlicy shall not apply to commercial
ventures, joint ventures, or agreements to which the University is a party or shall
beame aparty in the future. An example of such excluded venturesisthe
agreement existing for the aedion, ogeration, and management of the University
of North Alabama Laboratory of Applied Techndogy.



