
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MARCH 14, 2006

3:30 P.M., FACULTY-STAFF COMMONS - GUC
The UNA Curriculum Committee met at 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 14, 2006, in the Faculty-Staff Commons of the Guillot University Center.  The following members were present: Dr. Birdie Bailey, Dr. Sharon Campbell, Dr. Peggy Campbell, Dr. Kerry Gatlin, Dr. Robert Gaunder, Dr. Bill Huddleston, Dr. Charles Joubert, Dr. Anna Lott, Dr. Roosevelt Newson, and Dr. Joan Parris.  Dr. Janice Myhan, chairperson, presided.

Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of February 9, 2006, were approved by unanimous consent.
Consideration of the request from the Department of Communications and Theatre to add additional course as an option in “2 courses from” list within Public Relations Option, Consideration of the request from the Department of Communications and Theatre for creating a class that has been taught successfully as a Special Topics class


Dr. Parris moved approval and Dr. Lott seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

Consideration of the request from the Department of Psychology to add BI 101, BI 111, or BI 141 as prerequisites for PY 361, Physiological Psychology, Consideration of the request from the Department of Psychology for new course, PY 470


Dr. Joubert moved approval and Dr. Huddleston seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.  Upon question, Dr. Joubert indicated he would inform both the Departments of HPER and Nursing of the new PY 470 course since those majors may be interested in taking the course for elective credit.

Consideration/Discussion of Monthly Meetings to meet Catalog/Schedule of Classes Publication Deadlines


Upon discussion, Dr. Parris made a motion and Dr. Huddleston seconded the motion to attempt to schedule regular meetings of the Curriculum Committee, possibly on a quarterly basis to include at least one summer meeting.  The motion was approved unanimously.  Renee’ Vandiver was asked to propose meeting dates at the next meeting which is scheduled for 3:30 p.m. on April 27 and to place the following items on that agenda:  Learning Communities update and Honors Program update.
Information Item:  Revised Attendance Policy as approved by the Faculty Senate, Council of Academic Deans, and Dr. Roosevelt Newson


While this item was presented as an information item, some concerns with the proposed attendance policy were expressed as follows:  (1) concern with professor-initiated withdrawals whereby the department chair and/or dean could be unaware of the withdrawal; and (2) concern with professor-initiated withdrawals and the possibility of lack of consistency among professors with the use of this type of withdrawal (i.e., one professor initiates a withdrawal for lack of attendance but another does not and the student receives an F in one course but a W in another).  A question was raised as to excused group absences, and Dr. Newson clarified that excused group absences are to be excluded from the counting of absences, particularly when professors initiate a more stringent absence policy in their classes, but that the students should still be responsible for the work they missed in those classes.  It was also mentioned that this policy was still under consideration by the Academic and Student Affairs Committee.  Since this was not an action item on the agenda, committee members were asked to direct their comments and concerns to their Faculty Senate representatives and/or an Academic and Student Affairs Committee member.


Upon motion by Dr. Huddleston and second by Dr. Lott, the meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m.






_____________________________________








Janice G. Myhan, Chairperson

