
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2004

3:30 P.M., FACULTY/STAFF COMMONS OF THE GUC
The UNA Curriculum Committee met at 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 19, 2004, in the Faculty/Staff Commons of the Guillot University Center.  The following members were present:  Ms. Summer Brooks, Dr. Sharon Campbell, Dr. Mark Edwards, Dr. Kerry Gatlin, Dr. Robert Gaunder, Dr. Vagn Hansen, Dr. Anna Lott, Dr. Janice Myhan, Dr. John Wakefield for Dr. Roosevelt Newson, Dr. Joan Parris, Dr. Lynne Rieff, Dr. Martha Rock, Mr. Jeremy Stafford, and Ms. Jane Wilson.  Dr. Bill Huddleston, chairperson, presided.  Ms. Laura Young attended as a guest.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of October 5, 2004, were unanimously approved on motion by Dr. Gaunder and second by Dr. Rieff.
Academic Advising
Dr. Rieff made a motion and Ms. Brooks seconded the motion to convene to the committee as a whole with open discussion of academic advising and other curriculum goals.  The motion was approved unanimously.
At the previous meeting, Dr. Huddleston was asked to invite Laura Young to the next meeting to report on her efforts in the Academic Advising Center and ways the Committee can assist her in this regard.  Sue Wilson was not in attendance, and, therefore, the data on the number of conditionally admitted students she was to obtain from Priscilla Holland was not presented.  Mrs. Young, Director of the Center for Academic Advising and Retention Services, reported on her efforts in the Center with regard to addressing the needs of the at-risk population of students at UNA and an overview of her experience in looking at national trends to affect retention.  The ways Ms. Young sees that the Curriculum Committee can assist in this regard are the following:  (1) Engage students in the learning process by working with faculty in terms of different pedagogies/styles of teaching; (2) Reinstate the first-year-experience course by utilizing the original proposal as a basis (a) making the course heavy in study skills development, (b) orientation to campus, (c) looking at the first year course as an element of the learning community, (d) offering different topical tracks for those students, and (e) incorporating service learning into the process and growing it with the town/gown relationship.  The following thoughts were expressed:  (1) UNA might wish to look at various models from comparable learning communities throughout the country, such as Appalachian State who has increased its retention rate to 88%; (2) look at internal and external data which will show the changing face of the student and how the institution has changed to address these different needs; (3) follow-up with students UNA did not retain to determine what these students wished UNA had that they didn’t and what would have helped the student that UNA did not have; (4) UNA should incorporate ways to address the needs of commuter versus non-commuter students.  At the conclusion of the discussion, the idea expressed was that the University has been discussing advising for 10+ years and before anything can be accomplished, the University first needs a commitment from the top down in the form of words, deeds, and major resources and then get the faculty to buy into this on the front end rather than as a dictate from the Administration.  Dr. Wakefield indicated that there are funding sources the University is looking at through the Strategic Planning and Budget Study Committee.  The Curriculum Committee is willing to entertain the development of a resolution to the Administration in this regard but because of the late hour, it was determined that this item would be further discussed at the next meeting.  Dr. Holland and/or Dr. Wilson will be asked to present the data at the next meeting.
The remaining items on the agenda were deferred to a future meeting to be scheduled in January.


Upon motion by Ms. Brooks and second by Dr. Rieff, the meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m.
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Bill M. Huddleston, Chairperson
