Animal Welfare Policy of the University of 
North Alabama

A. Introduction

It is the policy of the University of North Alabama (UNA) that the vertebrate animals that are used by faculty, staff and students of UNA for research are treated with respect and should be cared for humanely and safely.  To insure that the UNA policy for the humane and safe treatment of animals is met by all of its personnel, the president of UNA has established the UNA Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC).  The IACUC has the responsibility and the jurisdiction to oversee all vertebrate animal care and use at the University.  Below are procedures and guidelines that should be followed by all university faculty, staff and students that are using vertebrate animals for research associated with UNA.  To establish the UNA guidelines and procedures for the humane and safe treatment of animals, the UNA IACUC has relied on the rules and regulations published in the Public Health Service Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, and the Animal Welfare Act.  

B. Specific responsibilities of the institutional animal care and use committee of the University of North Alabama.
1. Review all forms that request approval by the IACUC for the use of vertebrate animals for research at UNA.

2. Review and investigate all complaints concerning the welfare and use of animals by faculty, staff and students at UNA.  

3. Inspect all facilities that are used to house vertebrate animals for research

C. Procedures for obtaining approval for the use of vertebrate animals for research from the IACUC.  

1. Any member of the faculty, staff or student body at UNA that plans to use vertebrate animals for research are required to complete and submit for approval to the IACUC a UNA Research Animal Welfare and Use Form (Form A).  Approved proposals shall cover the use of animals in these research activities for three years.

D. Procedures for reviewing and investigating all complaints concerning the welfare and use of animals used by faculty, staff and students for research, teaching, or exhibition at UNA.

Any person concerned about the humane treatment and welfare of animals that are used for research, teaching, or exhibition at UNA can file a complaint with the UNA IACUC.  Complaints can be submitted by mail (to Dr. Terry D. Richardson, IACUC Chairperson, Box 5048, UNA, Florence, Alabama 35632), by e-mail (tdrichardson@UNA.edu) or by telephone (256-765-4429).  When filing a complaint, include the following information:

a) Your name, address, phone number, e-mail.

b) Time, date, location of alleged incident.

c) If known, the name(s) of people involved with the alleged incident.

d) A brief description of the alleged incident.

The identity of a person or persons making a complaint is kept strictly confidential.
     

E. Procedures for the inspection of all facilities that are used to house vertebrate animals for a period over 24 hours.

1. Any facility that houses vertebrate animals for a period of 24 hours on a continuous basis must complete and submit a UNA Animal Welfare and Use Housing Form (Form B).  An approved Form B allows the facility to house animals for a period of three years, subject to routine inspections two (2) times a year, unless changes to the facilities or types of animals in the facility occurs.

2. The UNA IACUC will maintain a list of all sites and locations housing animals that are inspected.  Inspections will be unannounced and occur once a year.  Site inspections will use UNA Animal Welfare and Use Housing Inspection Form (Form C).  Completed inspection forms should be displayed at the facility in a prominent location.

