
SP 351: Spanish Civilization and Culture 
 

Professor: Dr. Claudia Polo Vance  Office: 207 Wesleyan Hall, 765-4390 

E-Mail: cpvance@una.edu   Office Hours: MWF 12:50-3, TR 10:45-3 

 

Required Text: Pereira-Muro, Carmen.  Culturas de España.  New York: Houghton 

    Mifflin Company, 2003.  

Recommended: 501 Spanish Verbs. Collins Spanish/English Dictionary. 

Grading System: Group Presentation  15%  Composition  20%  

 Test #1   20%  Final   25% 

 Test #2   20%   

 

This course presents topics that deal with major historical and cultural movements of 

Spain from prehistoric times to the present day.  Topics include the unification of Spain, 

the Golden Age, art, literature, and contemporary issues in politics and popular culture.  

Students are prompted to draw intercultural comparisons. 

 

Absences:  Punctual attendance is important in this class.  Four absences are allowed for 

your emergencies.  After four absences, each missed class equals to 2 points which will 

be deducted from your final average.   

 

Presentation: A group presentation is required.  It will be graded based on the 

Evaluation Criteria for Presentations and Compositions in this syllabus. It may not be 

given late.   

 

Composition: A composition is required. It will be graded based on the Evaluation 

Criteria for Presentations and Compositions in this syllabus.  THE COMPOSITION 

MUST BE TYPED ON 8½ x11 PAPER in readable ink.  It will not be accepted late.       

 

********************************************************************** 

It is the policy of the University of North Alabama to afford equal opportunity in 

education to qualified students.  If you have a disability that may prevent you from 

meeting the course requirements, contact the instructor within the first three class 

sessions to file a Student Disability Statement and to develop an accommodation plan.  

Course requirements will not be waived but accommodations will be made to allow you 

to meet the requirements, provided that you are timely in working with the instructor to 

develop an accommodation plan. 

************************************************************************  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: SP 351 Spanish Civilization.  Survey of  Spanish civilization 

with emphasis on contemporary culture. Prerequisite: SP 201 or departmental approval.  

EXPECTED STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

I. Upon completion of SP 351, it is expected that students will acquire and 

demonstrate a comprehensive knowledge of the past and present civilization and culture, 



including geography and significant contributions of Spain; will continue development 

of skills in listening and speaking; u nderstand cultural differences; will develop skill in 

reading Spanish; and will develop skill in writing in Spanish.  

 

II.  Upon completion of SP 351, it is expected that students will be performing at 

ACTFL Level Intermediate-Mid (ACTFL = American Council on the Teaching of 

Foreign Languages.  The guidelines this organization has developed for measuring 

language competency have been adopted by academic, governmental, and commercial 

institutions involved in foreign language instruction.  As regards the targeted four skills 

of listening, speaking, reading, and writing, this proficiency level reflects competency as 

follows: 

 Listening: 

  

Able to understand sentence-length utterances which consist of recombinations of 

learned utterances on a variety of topics. Content continues to refer primarily to 

basic personal background and needs, social conventions and somewhat more 

complex tasks, such as lodging, transportation, and shopping. Additional content 

areas include some personal interests and activities, and a greater diversity of 

instructions and directions. Listening tasks not only pertain to spontaneous face-to-

face conversations but also to short routine telephone conversations and some 

deliberate speech, such as simple announcements and reports over the media. 

Understanding continues to be uneven. 

  

Speaking: 

Able to handle successfully a variety of uncomplicated, basic, and 

communicative tasks and social situations. Can talk simply about self and 

family members. Can ask and answer questions and participate in simple 

conversations on topics beyond the most immediate needs; e.g., personal 

history and leisure time activities. Utterance length increases slightly, but 

speech may continue to be characterized by frequent long pauses, since the 

smooth incorporation of even basic conversational strategies is often hindered 

as the speaker struggles to create appropriate language forms. Pronunciation 

may continue to be strongly influenced by first language and fluency may still 

be strained. Although misunderstandings still arise, the Intermediate-Mid 

speaker can generally be understood by sympathetic interlocutors. 

Reading:  

Able to read consistently with increased understanding simple, connected texts 

dealing with a variety of basic and social needs. Such texts are still 

linguistically noncomplex and have a clear underlying internal structure. They 

impart basic information about which the reader has to make minimal 

suppositions and to which the reader brings personal interest and/or knowledge. 

Examples may include short, straightforward descriptions of persons, places, 



and things written for a wide audience. 

Writing:  

Able to meet a number of practical writing needs. Can write short, simple 

letters. Content involves personal preferences, daily routine, everyday events, 

and other topics grounded in personal experience. Can express present time and 

at least one other time frame or aspect consistently, e.g., nonpast, habitual, 

imperfective. Evidence of control of the syntax of non-complex sentences and 

basic inflectional morphology, such as declensions and conjugation. Writing 

tends to be a loose collection of sentences or sentence fragments on a given 

topic and provides little evidence of conscious organization. Can be understood 

by natives used to the writing of non-natives. 

III. OBJECTIVES: The objectives are established in order to reach goals which will 

enable students : 

A. To acquire and demonstrate a comprehensive knowledge of the past and present 

civilization and culture, including geography and significant contributions, of Spain;  

B. To continue development of skills in listening and speaking;  

C. To understand cultural differences;  

D. To develop skill in reading Spanish; and  

E. To develop skill in writing in Spanish.  

 

IV. PROCEDURES: To accomplish above objectives, the professor should:  

A. Use a standard textbook on the civilization and culture of Spain which includes 

material on geography and significant contributions to Western civilization made by the 

Spanish people;  

B. Conduct class in Spanish and require students to use Spanish in responses or 

discussion;  

C. Call attention to comparative and contrastive aspects of daily living;  

D. Use texts that are in Spanish;  

E. Require a paper of moderate length in Spanish.  

V. EVALUATION: To determine the progress toward objectives or the effectiveness 

of procedures, the evaluation should require a passing grade on all evaluation procedures 

which should include:  

A. Daily appraisal of oral responses as to quality of understanding of course content and 

cultural differences;  

B. Daily evaluation of oral-aural skills of Spanish used in exercises;  

C. Periodic written exams to evaluate development of cultural understanding and growth 

of linguistic skills 
D.  A paper written in Spanish on a topic related to civilization or culture.  

 Course Objectives and Assessments 

OBJECTIVE ASSESSMENT 



290-3-3-.11(2)(a)1.(i) Knowledge of 
grammatical organization (phonology, 
orthography, morphology, vocabulary, and 
syntax) and textual organization (cohesion, 
coherence, and rhetorical organization) for 
receiving and producing original and accurate 
messages in the target language. 

Homework. Tests/Exams. Webcape Exam. 

290-3-3-.11(2)(a)1.(ii) Knowledge of 
pragmatics (the effect of context on language) 
for appropriate usage of the target language 
in different language-specific settings. 

Tests/exams based on analysis of readings in 
Culturas de España. Speaking/Participation. 

Written compositions.  

290-3-3-.11(2)(a)1.(iii) Knowledge of travel 
and study opportunities in the target culture 
or in pseudo-immersion experiences for 
maintaining and improving proficiency. 

Modified oral proficiency interview(s). 
Tests/Exams. Short essays. 

290-3-3-.11(2)(a)2.(i) Ability to receive and 
produce original and accurate messages in all 
three modes (interpersonal, interpretive, 
presentational), employing knowledge of 
grammatical and textual organization of the 
target language. 

Tests/Exams and assignments based on 
readings and conversation topics. Written 
compositions. 

290-3-3-.11(2)(a)2.(ii) Ability to use 
pragmatics to receive and produce messages 
in the target language that are appropriate for 
different situations and for different people. 

Tests/exams based on analysis of readings in 
Culturas de España. Speaking/Participation. 

Written compositions. 

290-3-3-.11(2)(a)2.(iii) Ability to observe 
similarities and differences between 
languages when immersed in authentic 
language settings. 

Modified oral proficiency interview(s). 
Tests/Exams. Short essays. 

290-3-3-.11(2)(b)1.(i) Knowledge of target 
culture practices including daily life, customs, 
and cultural patterns. 

Tests/exams based on analysis of readings in 
Culturas de España. Speaking/Participation. 

Written compositions. 

290-3-3-.11(2)(b)1.(ii) Knowledge of target 
culture perspectives including values, patterns 
of thought, beliefs, and cultural assumptions. 

Tests/exams based on analysis of readings in 
Culturas de España. Speaking/Participation. 

Written compositions. 

290-3-3-.11(2)(b)1.(iii) Knowledge of target 
culture products including art forms; 
geography and history; social, economic, 
political, and religious institutions; ecology, 
and technology. 

Tests/exams based on analysis of readings in 
Culturas de España. Speaking/Participation. 

Written compositions. 

290-3-3-.11(2)(b)2.(iii) Ability to use tools of 
inquiry to discover similarities and differences 
between native and target culture products 
such as geography, political institutions, and 
ecology. 

Homework. Tests/Exams. Written 
compositions. 

 
 



Evaluation Criteria for Presentations and Compositions 
 

Content (Information Conveyed)       Points   

 minimal information; information lacks substance (is superficial); 

inappropriate or irrelevant information; not enough to evaluate   0-15 

 limited information; ideas present but not developed; lack of 

supporting detail or evidence      16-20 

 adequate information; some development of ideas; some ideas lack 

supporting detail or evidence      21-25 

very complete information; no more can be said; thorough; relevant  26-30 

 

Organization 
series of separate sentences with no transitions; disconnected ideas;  

no apparent order to the content; not enough to evaluate   0-10 

limited order to the content; lacks logical sequencing of ideas; 

ineffective ordering; very choppy or disjointed    11-15 

an apparent order to the content is intended; somewhat choppy;  

loosely organized but main points do stand out    16-20 

logically and effectively ordered; main points are fluent   21-25 

 

Vocabulary 
inadequate; repetitive; incorrect usage of words studied;  

literal translations and invented words; not enough to evaluate   0-10 

erroneous word usage or choice that leads to confused or obscured  

meaning; some literal translations and invented words    11-15 

adequate but not impressive; some erroneous word usage or choice,  

but meaning is not confused or obscured; some words studied   16-20 

broad; impressive; precise and effective word usage    21-25 

 

Pronunciation/ Grammar 
many errors in grammar or pronunciation; non-Spanish structure; incomprehensible; no editing; 

not enough to evaluate       0-5 

some errors in agreement; language impeding comprehensibility;  

poorly edited        6-10 

occasional errors in agreement and other grammar; erroneous usage  

of language does not impede comprehension; some editing is evident  11-15 

few errors in grammar; well edited; excellent pronunciation   16-20 

 

      Total Points Earned ______  


