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FACULTY SENATE MINUTES 
April 11, 2019 

  
Call to order:  
 
A regular meeting of the Faculty Senate of the University of North Alabama convened in room 330 of 
the Gunn University Commons on April 11, 2019 at 3:30pm. with President Infanger presiding. 
 
I.  Presentation from Schneider Electric: 
 
Mr. Todd Smith, a representative from Schneider Electric, made a brief presentation to the Faculty 
Senate and discussed an energy savings contract between UNA and Schneider Electric.  This contract 
aims to address multiple strategies all designed to produce costs savings for UNA that would 
otherwise go into conventional utilities costs.  Ideally, money saved from campus-wide efficiency 
improvements (e.g., windows, lighting, building sealing, centralized control of energy usage, etc.) could 
amount to approximately one million dollars annually (currently UNA spends approximately four 
million annually on utilities).  Financial savings can then address other priorities at UNA. 
 
II.  Proxies: 
 
President Infanger recognized the following proxies:   
 
Karla Zelaya for Katie Owens-Murphy (Department of English). 
 
Members in attendance: 
 
Trudy Abel, Aaron Benson, Tabitha Blasingame, Chandler Bridges, Cory Cagle, Lisa Clayton, Amanda 
Coffman, Sarah Franklin, Leah Graham, Daniel Hallock, Felecia Harris, John Hodges, Scott Infanger, 
Ian Loeppky, Thomas Lukowicz, Glenn Marvin, Rachel McKelvey, Janet McMullen, Katie Owens-
Murphy, Eric O’Neal, Gary Padgett, Cheryl Price, Ansley Quiros, Lee Renfroe, Terry Richardson, 
Craig Robertson, Jessica Stovall, Jillian Stupiansky, Mark Terwilliger, Brian Thompson, Jason Watson, 
Laura Williams, Pete Williams, Rachel Winston and Ryan Zayac.  President Kitts and Dr. Kimberly 
Greenway also attended. 
 
Members not in attendance (without proxy):  Trudy Abel (Department of Elementary Education), 
Chandler Bridges (Department of Entertainment Industry), Tim Butler (Department of Management 
and Marketing), John Hodges (Department of Social Work), Brian Thompson (Department of Physics 
and Earth Science), and Pete Williams (Department of Economics and Finance). 
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III.  Approval of agenda: 
 
President Infanger requested the Senate review and accept an amended agenda for the April 11th 
meeting as there was no report from the Faculty Affairs Committee related to revised proposals for 
Section 2.5.3 of the Faculty Handbook (Section VII of the Agenda). 
 
Senator Richardson moved to approve the amended agenda and Senator Zayac seconded the motion.  
The Faculty Senate approved the amended agenda. 
 
IV.  Approval of minutes: 
 
The minutes from the March 14th Faculty Senate meeting were approved. 
 
V. Remarks from President Kitts: 
 
President Kitts began his remarks by discussion Spring, 19 enrollment data.  Both student enrollment 
and CHP production are up over Spring, 18 by 3.2%.  The Spring, 19 student headcount is a new 
record of 7,053. 
 
The higher education budgetary process for fiscal year 2020 is ongoing with deliberations in the Senate 
likely conforming to Governor Ivy’s recommendations.  This bodes well for UNA as we might see an 
8.5% increase in new money (approximately 2.5 million dollars).  We expect closure on FY 20 
budgetary matters by late May or early June. 
 
President Kitts then turned his attention to efforts to strengthen student media at UNA and reengage 
with the College Media Association (CMA).  A Student Media Task Force has been empaneled and is 
active.   Members of the task force include:  Ms. Stephanie Montgomery, Dr. Leah Graham, Dr. Sarah 
Franklin, Dr. Tim Butler, Ms. Jennifer Pate, Dr. Sara Lynn Baird and Dr. Butler Cain.  The task force 
will work with an out-of-state consultant to develop strategies. 
 
Relatedly, the President discussed UNA’s new Media Contact Statement.  A draft statement, modeled 
after media contact statement from other organization, including the Foundation for Individual Rights 
in Education (FIRE), has been developed.  It reads as follows:  It is the University of North Alabama’s long-
standing position and practice to have a constructive relationship with reporters and provide them with accurate 
information.  Please direct all media inquiries to the Director of Communications and Marketing, media@una.edu, 
256-765-4392.  President Kitts and the EC welcome feedback on the draft statement. 
 
The President concluded his remarks by discussing the need for additional security (e.g., cameras and 
gates) at the President’s home on the UNA campus.  Recent incidents have given rise to concerns 
regarding privacy and security for the home’s occupants.  
 
VI.  Remarks from Faculty Senate President Scott Infanger 
 

mailto:media@una.edu
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President Infanger began his comments by encouraging Senators to remind their colleagues to 
participate in the ongoing Faculty Attitude Survey. 
 
President Infanger then discussed an upcoming Lunch and Learn (April 23rd) for faculty/staff to learn 
more about SONOCENT software.  This software is designed to assist students who experience 
difficulty taking class notes.  Such students are at increased risk of academic failure.  SONOCENT is 
note-taking technology based on class recordings which allow student to revisit lectures so as to 
reinforce understanding.  Faculty may have genuine and valid concerns regarding how this technology 
and the recordings may affect them.     
  
He concluded his remarks by discussing attempts to beta test a new application to assist the Faculty 
Senate in voting. 
 
VII.  Standing Committee Reports 
 
A. Faculty Affairs Committee 
 
1.  Combined revision proposals to FH Section 2.5.3 
 
This item was removed from the April 11th meeting agenda 
 
VIII.  Unfinished Business 
 
There was no unfinished business 
 
IX.  New Business 
 
A.  Election of Faculty Senate Nominating Committee 
 
The Faculty Senate Nominating Committee works to identify nominees for the next academic year to 
fill the following positions:  Faculty Senate President-Elect, Faculty Senate Secretary, and two Faculty 
Senate Executive Committee Board Members. 
 
Senator Graham was nominated for position 1 and elected by acclamation. 
Senator Coffman was nominated for position 2 and elected by acclamation. 
Senator Zayac was nominated for position 3 and elected by acclamation. 
 
B.  Proposal to Alter Existing Freshman Commuter Parking Policy 
 
See Appendix A. 
 
Senator Franklin moved to discuss the proposal and Senator Stovall seconded the motion. 
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Ms. Kayla Walton, a UNA SGA Senator and originator of the proposal, was invited to discuss the 
proposal.  
 
Discussion on this proposal focused on a number of ideas such as why designated parking was even 
needed, whether UNA had sufficient spaces to absorb an influx of new commuters, and whether 
having more cars on campus would mean an increased likelihood of faculty parking spots being taken 
by students. 
 
Senator McMullen made a motion to send the policy to the Parking and Traffic Committee for further 
study.  Senator Richardson seconded the motion. 
 
After further discussion, an amendment to initial was made to send the policy back to the Parking and 
Traffic Committee for further review and to develop a survey of graduate and undergraduate students 
related to this issue. 
 
Senator McMullen called the question.  A vote was taken with 10 votes in favor of the amended 
motion, 8 votes in opposition, and 12 abstentions. 
 
An additional motion was made to amend the amended motion so the survey would be sent to all 
parking permit holders. 
 
Senator Richardson moved to call the question with Senator Robertson seconding the motion. 
 
A vote was taken with 19 votes in favor of the amended motion, 1 vote in opposition and 8 
abstentions. 
 
C.  Proposal to Establish a Standing Faculty Handbook Edit Oversight Committee 
 
See Appendix B. 
 
If accepted, the Faculty Handbook Edit Oversight Committee would be the fourth Standing 
Committee of the Faculty Senate. 
 
Senator Franklin moved to accept the proposal and Senator Richardson seconded the motion. 
 
There was no discussion. 
 
The proposal to establish the Faculty Handbook Edit Oversight Committee as a Faculty Senate 
Standing Committee passed. 
 
D.  Resolution regarding Shared Governance Committee statements 
 
See Appendix C.  
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Senator Graham made the motion to consider, informally, the proposed resolution.  Senator Franklin 
seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion concerning this proposal was largely focused on whether it would negative effects on 
speech across faculty, staff, and committee lines.  Other comments expressed the need for such a 
resolution so as to confirm the primacy of the Student Government Association, the Staff Senate, and 
the Faculty Senate as the primary approving bodies for university policy.  In short, the discussion was 
oriented around the need for further study to carefully examine language employed in the resolution to 
ensure it would not limit free speech. 
 
Senator Robertson moved to accept the resolution and Senator Richardson seconded the motion. 
 
After further discussion, a secondary motion was made to move the proposed resolution to the 
Faculty Senate’s Faculty Affair Committee.  Senator McGee made the motion which was seconded by 
Senator Graham. 
 
Senator McMullen called the question and a vote was taken.  The secondary motion was approved and 
the resolution will be sent to the Faculty Affairs Committee for further study 
 
E.  Free Speech and Assembly Policy Proposal 
 
See Appendix D. 
 
A motion to accept the policy was made by Senator McGee and seconded by Senator Renfroe. 
 
The Free Speech and Assembly Policy Proposal was approved. 
 
X.  Information Items 
 
A.  Recognize Senators whose terms expire this year (April 30) 
 
The Senators were thanked for their service to the Faculty Senate and the University.  Replacements 
for the Senators should be forwarded to President Infanger. 
 
B.  May Faculty Senate election meeting will be held of May 2. 
 
XI.  Adjourn 
 
The Faculty Senate’s meeting adjourned at 5:46pm. 
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Appendix A 
 
Proposal to alter the existing Freshman Commuter Parking Policy 
 

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 

To: Dr. Amber Paulk, Chair, Shared Governance Executive 

Committee From: Dr. Whitney O’Neal, Chair, Parking and Traffic 

Committee 

Date: March 1, 2019 
 
Enclosed with this memorandum is a proposal from the Parking and Traffic Committee for a 
revised Freshman Commuter Parking Policy. This proposal was approved by a unanimous vote of 
the committee and is provided for consideration by the Shared Governance Executive Committee. 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

To: Dr. Amber Paulk, Chair, Shared Governance Executive 

Committee From: Dr. Whitney O’Neal, Chair, Parking and Traffic 

Committee 

Date: March 1, 2019 
 
Enclosed with this memorandum is a proposal from the Parking and Traffic Committee for a 
revised Freshman Commuter Parking Policy. This proposal was approved by a unanimous vote of 
the committee and is provided for consideration by the Shared Governance Executive Committee. 
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Appendix B 
 
Proposal to establish a standing Faculty Handbook Edit Oversight Committee 
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Appendix C 
 
Resolution regarding Shared Governance Committee Statements 
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Appendix D 
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