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The Department of Foreign Languages offers a single Major in Foreign Languages with three Options, each of which is available for French, German, and Spanish:  

Option I: Foreign Languages

Option II: Foreign Language for Commerce

Option III: Foreign Languages, Professional

The following 4 Program Learning Outcomes pertain to all three Options:

1.
Should be performing at ACTFL Level Advanced in speaking. 
  This outcome is measured by administering a Modified Oral Proficiency Interview (MOPI) Exam to each graduating student.  This testing is part of the Senior Seminar capstone course, FL 498.  A passing score in this course is a requirement for graduation in the Major.  The OPI and MOPI Exams are recognized nationally and internationally, were developed by ACTFL, and conform to its guidelines and achievement benchmarks.
2.
Should be able to read and write coherently in the target language.  This outcome is measured by class performance and through reading/writing proficiency assessment tests in FL 498.

3.
Should be able to understand the spoken target language.  This outcome is measured by the MOPI Exam and by the Listening Exit Exam, both administered at the end of FL 498.



4.
Should have developed sensitivity to components of culture and cultural difference.  This outcome is measured by performance in FL 302, Cross-Cultural Interaction, a required course for the Major. 
Additional Program Learning Outcomes, per Option:
Option I:

1.
Should show evidence of readiness to take on graduate level work.  This outcome is measured by student’s ability to research and write effectively in 400-level courses.

2.
Should be performing at ACTFL Level Intermediate-Mid
 in a second foreign language.  This outcome is measured by administering a Modified Oral Proficiency Interview (MOPI) Exam to each graduating student.  
This testing is conducted in the Senior Seminar capstone course, FL 498.
Option II:

1.
Should be able to function effectively using business terminology in the target language.  This outcome is measured by class grade in FR/GR/SP 403, and by performance on a MOPI Exam administered at the end of this course in advanced commercial language.

Option III:

1.
Should, in addition to fulfilling the requirements of a second Major, show ability to research and write effectively, as measured by performance in 400-level courses.  This achievement may also be measured by performance on the Praxis Exam.
� The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) has established achievement benchmarks that are recognized nationally and internationally.  Achievement at the Advanced Level represents the following specific abilities:


Listening: 


Able to understand main ideas and most details of connected discourse on a variety of topics beyond the immediacy of the situation. Comprehension may be uneven due to a variety of linguistic and extralinguistic factors, among which topic familiarity is very prominent. These texts frequently involve description and narration in different time frames or aspects, such as present, nonpast, habitual, or imperfective. Texts may include interviews, short lectures on familiar topics, and news items and reports primarily dealing with factual information. Listener is aware of cohesive devices but may not be able to use them to follow the sequence of thought in an oral text.


Speaking:


The Advanced level is characterized by the speaker's ability to:


converse in a clearly participatory fashion 


initiate, sustain, and bring to closure a wide variety of communicative tasks, including those that require an increased ability to convey meaning with diverse language strategies due to a complication or an unforeseen turn of events 


satisfy the requirements of school and work situations, and


narrate and describe with paragraph-length connected discourse.


Able to satisfy the requirements of everyday situations and routine school and work requirements. Can handle with confidence but not with facility complicated tasks and social situations, such as elaborating, complaining, and apologizing. Can narrate and describe with some details, linking sentences together smoothly. Can communicate facts and talk casually about topics of current public and personal interest, using general vocabulary. Shortcomings can often be smoothed over by communicative strategies, such as pause fillers, stalling devices, and different rates of speech. Circumlocution which arises from vocabulary or syntactic limitations very often is quite successful, though some groping for words may still be evident. The Advanced-level speaker can be understood without difficulty by native interlocutors.





� ACTFL Level Intermediate Mid is defined as follows:


Listening:


Able to understand sentence-length utterances which consist of recombinations of learned utterances on a variety of topics. Content continues to refer primarily to basic personal background and needs, social conventions and somewhat more complex tasks, such as lodging, transportation, and shopping. Additional content areas include some personal interests and activities, and a greater diversity of instructions and directions. Listening tasks not only pertain to spontaneous face-to-face conversations but also to short routine telephone conversations and some deliberate speech, such as simple announcements and reports over the media. Understanding continues to be uneven.


Speaking:


Able to handle successfully a variety of uncomplicated, basic, and communicative tasks and social situations. Can talk simply about self and family members. Can ask and answer questions and participate in simple conversations on topics beyond the most immediate needs; e.g., personal history and leisure time activities. Utterance length increases slightly, but speech may continue to be characterized by frequent long pauses, since the smooth incorporation of even basic conversational strategies is often hindered as the speaker struggles to create appropriate language forms. Pronunciation may continue to be strongly influenced by first language and fluency may still be strained. Although misunderstandings still arise, the Intermediate-Mid speaker can generally be understood by sympathetic interlocutors.








