Claudia Polo Vance
Education





Ph.D.
Spanish and Latin American Literature with an 18-hour minor in French Literature.  University of Alabama, May 1999.  Dissertation:  "Clorinda Matto de Turner's Mordant Sense of Humor:


Satirizing Society in the Tradiciones Cuzqueñas". 

M.A.
Spanish and Latin American Literature.  University of Alabama, December 1992.

B.A.
Spanish and French.  University of North Alabama, May 1990. (Magna Cum Laude)

-----
University of Nice.  Nice, France.  Intensive French, Summer 1987.

Professional Experience
2006-Present
Associate Professor of Spanish, University of North Alabama.  Florence, Alabama.  
Courses taught: Elementary and intermediate Spanish, Spanish Conversation and
Composition, Spanish Civilization/Culture, Latin American Civilization/Culture,
Commercial Spanish, Advanced Commercial Spanish, Latin American Literature, Spanish
Medieval/Renaissance Literature, Cross-Cultural Interactions, and Honors Latino Studies.
1996-2005  
Assistant Professor of Spanish, University of North Alabama.  Florence, Alabama.

1995

Spanish Instructor, Shelton State Community College.  Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

1990-96  
Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Alabama.  Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  

Recent Awards and Honors
(Phi Kappa Phi Excellence in Teaching Award winner.  University of North Alabama, 2005.
(Who's Who Among America's Teachers, Spring 2000, 2002, and 2005.

(Faculty Development/Research Grants recipient.  University of North Alabama, 1999-2004, 2006, 2007.

(Rotary Club Group Study Exchange Award recipient (Argentina), April 2002.

(Recognized as "Outstanding Educator" at the Women of Distinction Awards, Spring 2000.

(Outstanding Professor of the Year Award.  Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society, Spring 1999. 

Latest Research Projects/Presentations/Publications

(Presenter “The Impact of Hispanic Immigration on Race Relations in North Alabama" with Dr. Keith Lindley at the Oxford Round Table, Oxford University, Oxford, UK, 2008.  Submitted for publication in the Forum on Public Policy: A Journal of the Oxford Round Table, a blind review scholarly journal, 2008.
(Project Director of the socioeconomic impact of Hispanics in the Shoals Area.  Development of this project includes tracking migration patterns of Hispanics in the Northwest Alabama region, 2001-present.
(Translator of Spanish-language videos and brochures for the National Weather Service and collaborator on a survey for the Hispanic population which gauges sociological aspects related to severe weather, 2008-present.

(Presenter “Latino Influence in American Life”, Institute for Learning in Retirement, 2006.

(“Problem-Based Learning in the Business Language Classroom”.  Published in The Journal of Spanish and Portuguese for the Professions, a refereed on-line publication that is a forum to further research in the fields of Spanish and Portuguese for business and the professions, 2005.

(Presenter “Hispanic Migration in the Northwest Alabama Region”, National Geography Week at UNA, 2005.
Recent University Service

(Chair. Associate VP for International Programs Search Committee.  University of North Alabama, 2008-present.

(President, Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society.  University of North Alabama, 2007-present.

(Coordinator.  Study-abroad trip for 18 UNA students to Merida, Mexico. May-June 2008.
(Liaison between ILISA Language Institute, San José, Costa Rica and UNA.  
(Faculty adviser, Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society.  University of North Alabama, 1996-2007.
(Chair, Honors Program Director Search Committee. University of North Alabama, 2005.
