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COLLIER LIBRARY 

Florence State College 

 

The present library was erected in 1939 at a cost of $100,000 and was occupied at the beginning 

of the winter quarter during the 1939-1940 school year.  The building is of Tudor architecture in its 

design matched Bibb Graves Hall in architectural line.  It is constructed of the same type of brick and 

Alabama limestone.   

 Before the present library building was constructed, the college library was located on the 

second floor of Bibb Graves Hall.  The library has increased in size at a rapid rate since 1928.  Beginning 

with that year, the state appropriated $5,000 to be spent for books.  In 1929, another $5,000 was spent 

along with $3,000 in 1930 and 1931.  Since 1932, the library has been a depository library for 

government publications on the selective plan.  When school opened in September, 1928, there were 

11,631 volumes in the library.  On October 1, 1931, the report to the American Association of Teachers 

Colleges showed the number of volumes as 19,604.  The report to the Association on October 1, 1939, 

showed the number of volumes to be 32,374 not including 4,093 government documents and 1,862 

volumes of bound periodicals.   

 During the 1948-1949 school year, an addition to the stacks was made providing more space for 

the shelving of books on three levels.  On November 5, 1949, at the official inauguration of Dr. Ethelbert 

Brinkley Norton as President of Florence State Teachers College, the college library was named Collier 

Library and dedicated to the memory of Dr. C. B. Collier who served as Dean of Florence State Teachers 

College from 1918 to the time of his death in 1946. 

 At present, the library has approximately 60,000 books.  More than 3,300 books have been 

added this year.  Thus, the library has grown from 44,977 books in 1950-51 to 60,565 in 1958-59.  A 

steady increase in the circulation of library materials has been noted during the four years – 1955-56, 

20,036; 1956-57, 28,512; 1957-58, 31,795; 1958-59, 32,143.  Thus there is an increase of 47 percent in a 

period of four years.  A large increase in attendance has also been noted in the last few years.  The total 

number in 1954-55 was 61,375; 1955-56, 74,475; 1956-57, 82,442; 1957-58, 94,608;  A record is kept 

each hour of the total attendance in the Reading Room and in the Periodicals Department and Browsing 

Room on the second floor.  The increased attendance and circulation are mainly due to a larger 



enrollment in the last four years and also to the beginning of a Graduate Program by the college.  The 

magazine circulation increased 173 percent during the five-year period of 1952-57.   

 Actually, the Library is used much more than statistics can show as the stacks are open and 

students use books from the stacks in the Reading Room each hour without having to charge them out 

at the Circulation Desk.  They may also sit in the stacks and read without charging books out.  Also, 

periodical circulation statistics do not include the use of newspapers, current magazines and bound 

magazines used within the library.  These materials are shelved so that students have ready access to 

them at all times without being required to sign for them for statistical purposes.   

 Collier Library is the largest of the state college (regional) libraries.  In addition to its book 

collection, the Library subscribes to 346 magazines and 23 newspapers.  A number of magazines and 

newspapers are sent to the library as gifts.  Approximately 226 magazines are regularly bound for 

permanent reference use.  A total of $12,024 was spent during 1958-59 for books, binding and 

periodicals.  The total number of bound periodicals in July, 1959, was 6,917.  

 The Orientation Program for freshmen includes instructions on how to use the Library.  A film, 

“Keys to the Library,” is shown and handbooks on the library are distributed at this time.  The handbook 

is entitled “Information Please.”  A special trip is made to the Library where organization and 

arrangement of the Library is explained and also the use of the card catalog, the periodical indexes and 

reference books.   

 The first summer of graduate work (1957) showed an increase of about 46 percent in 

attendance in the Periodicals Department over the previous summer, while the magazine circulation for 

the summer of 1957 increased about 35 percent over the summer of 1956.  The addition of a Graduate 

Program has greatly increased the use of reserve books, periodicals (bound and unbound) and books in 

the open stacks.  The number of books and periodicals needed for the Graduate Program will increase 

each year as the program is expanded.  Individual research will become more and more a part of this 

program.  

 A rather new and interesting addition to the library is a collection of papers and historical 

documents of local interest which are deposited in the Periodical Department.  This depository 

arrangement was set up in early 1958 at which time a faculty committee on historical materials, with the 

Librarian as Chairman, was appointed to screen and accept materials of historical significance offered to 

the college on a temporary loan basis or as a gift.  Included in the collection are personal and business 

letters and a diary, all written during the mid and late 1800’s; copies of local newspapers published in 

the late nineteenth century; an early 1800 account book; papers recording the operation of a woolen 



mill in Lauderdale County during the Civil War; and other miscellaneous items of interest to students of 

local and Alabama history.  

 The library is most important in its relationship to the total instructional program of the college.  

It is open 68 hours a week for student and faculty use and is definitely the very heart of the college.  

Fourteen student assistants are employed by the library—four half-time and ten part-time.  There are 

three professional librarians.  The staff includes Miss Ruth Dacus, Head Librarian; Mrs. Shannon Lentz, 

Associate Librarian and Miss Martha L. Griffin, Assistant Librarian.  The new demands of a larger 

enrollment and the inauguration of a Graduate Program mean that the Library must expand to keep 

pace with the growth.  The facilities are now greatly over-taxed.  The Librarian and staff are well aware 

of the fact that a new building (or great expansion of the present building) is definitely needed to 

provide facilities for an increased enrollment.  In view of this Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, Director of the Joint 

University Libraries of Nashville, Tennessee, was employed by the college in October, 1959, as a library 

consultant.  He is to assist the library staff and faculty in making plans for the necessary expansion of 

Collier Library and also in making the library more effective in the instructional program of the college.  

He has spent three days on out campus so far.  The library staff visited the Joint University Library on 

Saturday, November 21.  The visit included a tour of the library directed by Dr. Kuhlman and also a 

conference concerning the proposed addition to Collier Library, the present collection and consideration 

of additional holdings in the book and periodical collections for the library. Dr. Kuhlman spoke to the 

Florence State College faculty in a meeting on Monday, December 7.  At this time he discussed his 

preliminary report on our library with recommendations for the future.  

 

Ruth Dacus, Librarian   

  


