
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mel Blake, Department of Physics and Earth 
Science.  

Image of the Month 

 

 

This is a Hubble Space Telescope image of Hanny’s Voorwerp 
(“Hanny’s Object”).  It was discovered by Dutch School teacher Hanny 
van Arkel who was working with the Galaxy Zoo citizen science project 
in 2007 when she came across the object just below the spiral galaxy 
IC 2497. It was an entirely new type of object that had not been 
observed before.  It turns out that it is a large star forming cloud 
triggered by the central region of the nearby galaxy which is ejecting 
gas.  The gas from the black hole at the center of IC 2497 hits the gas 
cloud which is now called quasar ionization.  The object is 650 million 
light years away in Leo Minor. 

Recruiting the next generation is key to the 
vitality of any subject.  Astronomy is no 
exception. As interesting as it is, astronomy needs 
to get younger people interested in the field and 
recruit the best talent.  That recruitment effort is 
not going to be successful if we do not try to get 
both girls and boys interested in becoming 
scientists.  If you are starting off with only one 
half the population, ten you will not get all the 
best people.  This limits the field and wastes 
talent and potential. 

One thing that seems to hold is that people 
interested in a given field also need to be able to 
picture themselves doing that work.  This requires 
role models, and when few of their group are 
engaged in a subject, this can make it harder.  
Astronomy is fortunate to have a long history of 
participation compared to other sciences, and 
some of the most important research has been 
done by women.  Caroline Hershel discovered 
comets, Annie Cannon devised our stellar 
classification system, and Celia Payne was the 
first to unravel the mystery of stellar spectra. 

March is Women’s history month, UNA 
Planetarium be recognizing this through a series 
of Facebook posts, lectures and shows 
showcasing the contributions of women to 
astronomy.  Hopefully we will help create interest 
in astronomy and get the next generation of 
scientists on their path to making the next 
breakthroughs in our understanding of the 
universe. 

Mel Blake, Department of Physics and Earth 
Science.  

Astro Quote 

"Do not look at stars as bright spots 
only. Try to take in the vastness of 
the universe." 

— Maria Mitchell, Astronomer 

 

 



Astronomical Events March 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
26 
 

27 
 

28 1 
Soviet Venera 3 
first probe to land 
on Venus, 1966. 

2 
 

3 
Apollo 9 
launched on first 
crewed lunar 
module test, 
1969. 

4 
Moon Occults 
Aldebaran. 

5 
First Quarter 
Moon. 
Voyager 1 
arrives at 
Jupiter, 1979. 

6 
Kepler 
spacecraft 
launched to 
search for 
extrasolar 
planets, 2009. 

7 
UNA 
Planetarium 
Public Night. 
7 p.m. 

8 
 

9 
“Christa 
McAullifee: 
Reach for the 
Stars”, 7 p.m. 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
“Women in 
Astronomy”, 7 
p.m. 
Full Moon. 
Dorritt Hoffleit 
born, 1907. 

13 
Percival Lowell 
Mars researcher 
born, 1855. 

14 
UNA 
Planetarium 
Public Night. 
7 p.m. 

15 
 

16 
“Comets and 
Discovery”,  
Caroline 
Hershel, comet 
discoverer born 
1750. 

17 
 

18 
Cosmonaut Alexi 
Leonov makes 
first spacewalk, 
1965. 
Messenger 
probe orbits 
Mercury, 2011. 

19 
 

20 
3rd Quarter 
Moon 
Vernal equinox, 
Spring begins. 

21 
UNA 
Planetarium 
Public Night. 
7 p.m. 
Antonia Maury 
born, 1866. 

22 
Cosmonaut 
Valeriy Polyakov 
returns to Earth 
after record 438 
days in space, 
1995. 

23 
Pierre-Simon 
Laplace, 
mathematician 
and astronomer 
born, 1749. 

24 
 

25 
 

26 27 
New Moon 

28 
No Program. 
Spring Break 
Asteroid Pallas 
discovered by H. 
W. Olbers, 1802 

29 
Mariner 10 
becomes first 
probe to fly by 
Mercury, 1974 

30 
 

31 1 

 

The Planets for March 
The planet Mercury lies low towards the western horizon near sunset at the end of the month.  Venus 
appears brilliant for the first few hours after sunset at the start of the month, but is approaching close to 
the Sun each night. By the end of the month the planet disappears, and will reappear in April.  Mars is in 
Pisces at the start of the month and moves into Aries by the end of the month.  It is creases it brightness 
slightly during the month. Jupiter dominates the nighttime sky for the most of the night in Virgo, and is 
now reaching its maximum brightness.  Saturn before the Sun and is in the constellation Sagittarius.  It is 
visible around midnight until dawn. 

  

Follow us on Facebook 

Our username is @unaplanetarium 



The Sky for March 2017 

 

How to use this Chart: the sky is shown for 9 pm, March 15.  The center of the chart is the zenith, and the edge 
of the chart is the horizon.  So something half-way between the center and edge of the chart is half-way up in 
the sky.   Hold the chart so that the direction you are facing is down towards your feet and then up-down, right 
and left on the chart will be as you see them on the sky.  Start with a bright constellation such as Orion first, 
and use it to find fainter constellations.  Chart produced by R. M. Blake. Permission is granted to reproduce this 
chart for non-commercial purposes as long as it is credited to the author and UNA Planetarium. 



  

 
News and Activities 

Women’s History Month 

March is Women’s History Month.  To celebrate and recognize the contributions of women to the study of the cosmos we 
will be doing several activities.  All month we will be using our Facebook feed to post information about the contributions of 
individual women to astronomy, as well as programs to encourage girls to go into science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) careers.  On March 9th at 7 pm, we will doing a showing of “Christa McAuliffe: Reach for the Stars” about the school 
teacher who died in the Challenger disaster who sought to inspire her students as part of the teacher in space program.  This 
will be followed by observing through the telescope if weather permits.  On March 12th, to celebrate Florence native Dorrit 
Hoffleits’s birthday, I will give a special lecture “Women in the History of Astronomy” at 7 pm about the historic 
contributions of women to the field of astronomy. On March 16th at 7 pm, we will show the planetarium program “Comets 
and Discovery”, which was produced by Bays Mountain Planetarium. It discusses how comets are discovered and includes 
the contributions of Carline Hershel and Caroline Shoemaker to the field. The date is chosen because it is Caroline Hershel’s 
birthday.  To celebrate there will be cupcakes for the first 24 people. 

 

 

 
UNA Planetarium Hosts Musical Performance 

   

On February 12th, UNA held a special event involving life performances by UNA alumni and students.  UNA alum Jordy 
Searcy (right), and current students Kat Elizabeth (left) and Emily Martinez (center) gave acoustic performances of original 
songs to 54 enthusiastic fans.  The planetarium has been asked about doing such events in the past, particularly with 
regards to the laser shows, but this is the first live music event we have done. It was a great success and everyone seemed 
to have a good time.  It was great to see such talented musicians playing their own songs.  Photos by Mel Blake. 


