
written by students negO,t iating what they perceive as a formal and stiff discourse 
community. She is soaP Cliscussing health, the death of her aunt, and the theft of 
her aunt's hat before cooc:::luding, "Them 'as pinched it done her in." 

Freddy Eynsford-Hill, cLearly smitten with Eliza, giggles conspicuously at 
her word choice and sy(l~tax. When Eliza, holding to her necessarily forced 
formality, asks about his §iggling, he claims that, "It's the new small talk. You do 
it so awfully well." Ana Eliza responds, "Well, if I was doing it proper, what was 
you sniggerin' at? Have u: said anything I outghtn't?" 

Eliza's response reflects s. ome of the discomfort she feels in the situation, 
a situation that drags hc::t' into an arena of pompous formality. She's more 
interested in whether or not her response was "proper" than whether or not it 
represented her accurateLy. In writing center terms, I enjoy how this scene 
captures the difficulty rrJ-",,-ny students have in mediating a sense of "propriety" 
while maintaining an inc::Lividual "voice." 

Of course, it's importaUC to allow for multiple literacies, but too often in 
academia we do so fror(l1 a comfortable distance created by the traditional 
classroom structure. The writing center is where these literacies Converge, not 
unlike Henry Higgins' siit:ting room or, less comfortably, during Opening Day 
at Ascot. In the writing C ~nter, talk and interpersonal relationships are the 
capital of learning. Further, though, when we discuss "multiple literacies," it 
seems to me we need to c:::onsider the role gender, class, race, and Culture play 
in negotiating those ditfe::rences. Literacy, after all, is as much a Social and 
political entity as it is al1- educational goal. From such a perspective, My Fair 
Lady can provide a fr1.lit:PuI discussion of multiple literacies in the context of 
class and gender. (For ey~.ample, Eliza's last name and Henry's initial treatment 
of her are obvious point ~ of discussion.) Eliza's father, Alfred Doolittle, is 

especially worth a 1001<· 

I should note that My fair Lady is almost three hours long and, for practical 
matters, perhaps best 11it::rJ.dled in pieces. Of course, the "Pygmalion theme" is 
common among pop Clll~~cure representations of teaching and learning, and I 
will spend a future colvr-nn or two looking at similar "Pygmalion" movies and 
considering how they (ll illht inform writing center work. -¢­
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"What's the Point?" continued from page 10 

Again, we have no grammar or punctuation problems here, not even any 
spelling problems. But the mistake is in the logic: how can one have children 
and not know it? Furthermore, this church nursery must be always empty 
because it exists only for those who have children and don't know it. I suppose 
those who have children and know it must leave their children at home. So 
there can't be any children in this nursery: those who have children and don't 
know it would not know that they needed a nursery, although the nursery only 
exists for them! 

Here's one that could have been prevented by a hyphen and a correct pronoun: 

"The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be 
seen in the basement on Friday afternoon." 

Put a hyphen between "cast" and "clothing," and change the pronoun "they" 
to "it," and this one becomes correct. And boring. 

So let's enjoy the majestic ingenuity of these quotations and leave them alone 
to bask in imperfection and beauty. I would not change a thing. I hope you 
wouldn't, either. To do so would violate Ruskin's idea of beauty and creativity, 
which I definitely admire, both because of Ruskin's insight about the necessity 
for imperfection and in the church bulletins' use of it. And if I were to ask 
myself if I should correct these ingenious works, make them more precise, I 
think that eventually I would have to ask, what's the point?~} 

"Back to the Center" continued from page 9 
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