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Message from the Chair

The Department of Geography at the December 2012 after 40 years of dedicated

University of North Alabama (UNA) prides service to the Department, UNA, the

itself with its dedicated and hardworking profession and also the Shoals community.

faculty. We are committed to excellence in all While there has been a change in guard,

aspects of our activities — teaching, research, ho , the mission of our Dep

and service. Because students are our remains the same: to present the tools and

number one priority, we dedicate the full knowledge, yet create a learning

measure of our resources and abilities in envir where our students can

providing an environment conducive to explore, acquire, and apply geographic

learning. As a result, we have bled L /edge in ways that set them apart

state of the art geospatial information from their peers. faculty. We continue to receive the full support

technologies and also developed i ive of our Alumni eve r. The University of

instructional techniques to make that During the year, two facuity members—Dr. | | North Alab 'm:“;, O i

happen. Ultimately, we hope to inspire Greg Gaston and Dr. Michae! Pretesteers is a highlight of our calendar — and has become

curiosity and creativity that gives our arded faculty pment leaves by the | | something we look forward to every year.

tudents a competitive edge in the academy University. While Dr. Pretes wll!spend a :

and also in the geospatial market place. Itis yearat.the University of Wyoming teaching MMmamﬁsma merit mention

for this reason that the Department and doing research, Dr. Gaston will be ﬂ\ananﬂt!ﬂthlsspace.wt\eﬂw—itwasnew

embarked on a faculty retreat in June 2013 to baseda.tu\eUruverskyofDusSahamin and innovative teaching approaches by our

a 5-year strategic plan to advance its Tanzania - both teaching and doing faculty, or faculty and student research
research. Dr. Gaston was also awarded a publications and presentations at conferences,

9 Fulbright scholarship which he will utilize to | | or faculty recognition for excellence in teaching
and research or local and international course
offerings, or the faculty strategic planning
retreat, or just offering services to our

| community, our goal and commitment was the

same: excellence in all aspects of our activities.
‘We look forward to a great 2013-2014 academic
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Faculty Highlights

Francis Koti, PhD; GISP.

| Dr. Francis Koti is the Chair of the
- Department of Geography at UNA. At the
. undergraduate level he regularly teaches
. Principles of Physical Geography I: Weather
. and Climate, Geography of Africa, GIS,
Urban Geography and Principles in Urban
and Regional Planning. At the graduate
level, he teaches Geographic Thought along
with Urban and Regional Planning.
Furthermore, he also offers two field
courses: Geography of the South and the
Geography of Africa, with a focus on
Tanzania. Geography of the South allows
students to travel by road through five
States: Alabama; Georgia, South Carolina,
North Carolina; and Tennessee - learning
about the physical and cultural
environment. Geography of Africa takes
students to Tanzania. Based at the
University of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania,
students travel to the Mount Kilimanjaro
area, the City of Dar es Salaam, and the
Island of Zanzibar to learn about the
physical and cultural aspects of these areas.
This program has been offered twice with
Dr. Greg Gaston.

Dr. Koti's research interests are in
participatory geographic information

economically depressed areas, and also
socially and spatially differentiated social
contexts. The research was published as a
journal article in Africa Today journal in spring
2010. He has also been involved in three other
research projects. 1) Investigated (un)even
regional development issues in the State of
Alabama - specifically looking at the spatial
incidence of levels of educational attainment
in the State using GIS; 2) Explored the impacts
of urban sprawl in small southern towns in the
US; 3) Evaluated the operation of the African
Diaspora remittance market. Papers from
these projects were presented at regional and
national conferences. His current research
focus is exploring the sustainability of the
emerging “techno cities” on the fringe of
Africa’s largest cities. The ultimate goal is to

] develop an index that can be used to assess

. the sustainability of these emerging

- technology-oriented cities.

Dr. Koti is involved with a wide array of
professional activities. Along with being Chair
of the Department of Geography, he is
involved with MS thesis committees; he
assisted two Geography students with
research that has been accepted to the
Southeastern Division of the Association of
American Geographers conference, and
worked with Gabrielle Jenkins to produce a
Newsletter for the Department. Within the
Shoals community he serves as Commissioner
in the Florence City Planning Commission. The
commission recently developed a new code for
Planned Unit Developments and also revised
the Subdivision Regulations to require
sidewalks and street trees in all new
subdivisions — among other things. He also
served as match announcer for Florence High
School soccer team during the 2013 season.

Outside of his professional duties, Dr. Koti

enjoys being with his family. He can often be

found at one of his son Milton’s high school

mddvhmwgumu He also plays soccer
with Milton. His six year old

mms(?ﬁts»mmmmm

Dr. Brommer is one of the most recent
additions to the Geography Department
faculty. At the undergraduate level he
teaches World Regional Geography,
Principles of Physical Geography
I: Weather and Climate, Climatology, and
Meteorology. He also teaches
Environmental Hazards and Applied
Climatology at the graduate level and the
undergraduate level. As is to be expected
when one considers the courses listed
above, Dr. Brommer’s research interests
lie in the realm of weather and climate. He
is specifically interested in the interactions
between humans and climate. This
includes how people respond to severe
weather events and how information is
used to make personal protection
decisions. He is also interested in modern
climate variability and in climate of the
built environment. Currently he is working
on understanding tornado shelter
decisions and communications, as well as
evaluating temperature variability in
large, semi-enclosed structures, like
football and baseball stadiums. During a
regular school year he most enjoys
incorporating current weather events into
his courses, and discussing them with his

asses. In the upcoming year he is looking
Mﬂg more students
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Jonathon Fleming, PhD; GISP

Assistant Professor

Dr. Fleming is one of the new additions
- tothe geography department. At the !
undergraduate level he teaches World :
Regional Geography, Principles of |
Physical Geography II: Landscapes, ;
Cartography, and Projects in Geographic
Information Science. At the graduate |
level he teaches a seminar in Geospatial
Science and Special Topics in Physical
Geography: Biogeography. This past
summer he also taught a field course on
Biogeography in the American southwest
with Dr. Gaston. In the future he would
like to develop a service learning course.
The goal of this would be to combine the
environment of a field course with a
service project done during the course.

Dr. Fleming's research is based in
ecological biology. His focus is on the
contemporary distributions of organisms
and the causes of those distribution
patterns. He also applies geospatial
technologies to these studies. Most of his
experience is with submerged aquatic
plants and invasive species. He examines
hew these invasive species influence the

in Mississippi.

In the past year, Dr. Fleming served on
a discussion panel for GeoHuntsville
titled “Educating a Geospatial
Workforce.” His service to the
department included becoming faculty
advisor for the Geography Club as well
as organizing Research Day activities.

During the school year, Dr. Fleming
most looks forward to getting students
in the field; whether it is by short
excursions as part of a regular semester
class, or through field courses taught
while traveling across the country. He
considers returning to UNA as a
professor, his alma mater, as his career
highlight of the past year. In the future,

- he hopes to develop a new service

!

learning course and continue with his
newly developed Quantitative Methods
course. Outside of school Dr. Fleming is
an avid hunter, often fishes in
tournaments, and enjoys reading.

Dr. Greg Gaston

Dr. Greg Gaston is a professor of
Geography at UNA. During a typical
semester the classes he teaches include
Physical Geography, Aerial Image
Interpretation, Climatology, and
Geomorphology. He also leads field
courses during the summer to the
American west, the Pacific Northwest
and the Southwest, as well as to Africa.
His research interests lie in the natural
world, with particular emphasis on
geomorphology and weather. Currently
his research covers both of his
interests. He is conducting research to
understand depeﬁtlonal environments

!
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Greg Gaston, PhD; GISP

Professor
PESEATN 1
unmarked burial sites, and he is mapping
severe weather patterns in the United
States.

The highlight of Dr. Gaston's school year is
conducting field courses and classes, like
the Introductory Physical Geography Class,
that include field trips. He enjoys being
able to explore the world with students
and introducing new geography students
to all that the field of geography has to
offer. The highlight of Dr. Gaston’s year
was the successful completion of the
desert southwest field course during the
summer, as well as being awarded a
Fulbright award that will take him to
Tanzania. In 2014, Dr. Gaston is looking
forward to leading a field course through
Wyoming and Montana, and UNA students
visiting in Tanzania.

Outside of school Dr. Gaston shows how
much of a geographer he is at heart. He
loves to explore and travel whether he is
alone or with students. He also is a bit of a
Jack of all trades. He enjoys anything from
riding and working on his motorcycles to
building furniture.







