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Sing, Unburied, Sing is an excellent contribution to Southern Gothic literature. Jesmyn Ward magnifies the lives of so many families in the U.S. South. She also takes us to the spiritual world and challenges us to wonder how many souls are still in search of everlasting peace.


When spiritualists talk about ruling spirits, they are mostly referring to principality in high places. In the novel Jesmyn Ward talks about “the tree of ghosts.” It’s like she is almost performing an exorcism by telling the ghost to “go home” by singing to them. Jesmyn Ward’s use of imagery is what I liked the most about this novel.

UNA STUDENT REVIEWS OF JESMYN WARD’S SING, UNBURIED, SING
UNA STUDENT REVIEWS OF JESMYN WARD’S SING, UNBURIED SING
Sing, Unburied, Sing is an excellent contribution to Southern Gothic literature. Jesmyn Ward magnifies the lives of so many families in southern America. She also takes us to the spiritual world, and opens our minds to wonder how many souls are actually in search of everlasting peace.


When spiritualists talk about ruling spirits; they are mostly referring to principality in high places. In the novel Jesmyn Ward talks about “the tree of ghosts”. It’s like she is almost performing an exorcism by telling the ghost to “go home” and singing to them. Jesmyn Ward’s use of imagery is what I liked the most about this novel.
restorative Justice

How Can We Heal Through Writing About the Gothic South?







A UNA Student’s Perspective The Gothic South, in my opinion, represents a time of harm and oppression. Utilizing writing to work through the harm that was perpetrated gives a voice to those that have been harmed and disenfranchised during this period of time. The author, Jesmyn Ward, encapsulates this perfectly when describing the character she created in her novel Sing, Unburied, Sing: Richie, a Black preteen who was wrongfully convicted and incarcerated at Parchman prison in the Jim Crow South. She said, “I want to write him back into the present. I wanted that child to have the kind of power and agency that he had been denied in life, to act and have a certain amount of power and freedom in the present that he hadn’t had in the past.” [footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Bradley, 2023, “Something Beautiful Out of the Darkness” (interview, Southern Cultures). ] 
“[GOTHIC] ALWAYS GOES BACK TO ENSLAVEMENT … THAT’S THE DARK HEART OF EVERYTHING.” ~JESMYN WARD


A UNA Student’s Perspective
Jesmyn Ward ‘s novel Sing, Unburied, Sing describes darkness as grief, trauma, and loss in the racially turbulent South. This darkness lingers today as the pangs of the past continue to resonate. This system of privilege and power diminishes the voices of the less fortunate. Restorative justice is an opportunity to break cycles of injustice that is cloaked in this darkness. It is a light that has the ability to shine on and disrupt the chaos of history within the realms of race, class, and social structures.  In this way we can reclaim power. 5 out of 5 Stars
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3 out of 5 Stars







[image: ]LITERARY VOICE OF THE DIRTY SOUTH
Excerpts from an Interview with Jesmyn Ward


“My idea of the Dirty South is that there’s a certain rawness to the art that comes 
out of it.  A certain honesty.  A willingness to bring secrets and despair and hope 
and all those other messy human emotions to life.” 
I have an announcement to make
Words that I never thought would leave my mouth
But there has been a birth of a brand-new South
I could not believe my ears when I heard
But the angels who art in Heaven proclaim
That the New South will be gentle and humane
They testify there will be no more hate
But instead there will only be unity and love
This blessing can only come from above
I will admit I was shocked
But I was told there would be no more shackles
Only joy that resonates like when a baby cackles
This occurring so soon seems overwhelming
But they say the South will rise again
Although this time it will be like a mothering hen
Come let us rejoice for new found life
But remember it was only made possible by the Old South’s death
Now raise your glass and toast the New South’s health

- A poem by a UNA student
A BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE NEW SOUTH


In an interview with Danille K. Taylor (2016), 
Jesmyn Ward sheds light on her writing 
Process behind her literary works on Southern 
Gothic literature.  She especially hones in 
on how her work highlights the Dirty South.  
She addresses how giving voice to the harsh
realities of Southern culture, particularly 
Black and impoverished populations, 
exposes their struggles while promoting 
resilience.  In her novel, Sing, Unburied, Sing, 
Ward follows Jojo, a 12-year-old boy, through
his journey of self-realization through the 
exploration of his family’s dark past,
ultimately empowering him with “a
courage born of desperation,” driving
him to break generational cycles, and
find light within himself, and, in turn,
spreading that newfound, courageous
light to all of his family members around
him.  Jesmyn Ward’s literary works are a
classic example of turning trauma to
triumph and allowing trials to make you
[image: ]better, not bitter.
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51 SOUTH COUNTRY CAFE

Breakfast Special

Southern Goodness Breakfast
Cheese Grits, Salmon Croquettes,
Scrambled or Fried Egg, Homemade
Biscuits served with Molasses

$10.99

Tel: 555 555 5555

Dinner Special
Slow Cooked Chitterling

Cooked with wild onions, bell
pepper, chives, & basil leaves
served with Fresh Turnip Greens,
Broceoli Casserole & “cracklin”
cornbread

$15.00
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