Distance Learning Advisory Committee
Minutes
March 3, 2009 - 3:30 p.m.

Raburn Wing, Room 305

Chris Maynard called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.

Members present: Paulette Alexander, Bruce Gordon, Linda Lewis, John McGee, Chris Maynard, Chair, Mark Puckett, Leigh Thompson Members absent: Larry Adams, Courtney Balentine, Wanda Bradford, Bonnie Coats, Debbie Chaffin, Tim Collins, Wendy Darby, Sherri Hester, Katie Kinney, Stephen Putman,  Anna Veal, B.J. Wilson Also present: Randy Horn, Sara Huntley
Minutes from the 2/3/09 meeting were approved by consensus.  
 1. Subcommittee Reports were given.
A. (Program Subcommittee) Several proposals have been submitted and the agenda is coming together.  
B. (Vendor Subcommittee) John McGee reported that he has talked with three book representatives and they will have tables and/or displays at the conference. 
2. A draft of the Distance Learning & Online Degree Program Feasibility Study will be presented at the April meeting.
3. Bruce Gordon updated the committee on the status of the LMS Comparison Study. After discussion with Dr. Warren, it appears that moving to the Angel Learning LMS is a strong possibility. 
      The committee discussed various aspects of the possible move including:

a. Integration with current systems 
b. Cost

c. Capabilities of Angel compared to current LMS

d. Off site hosting of Angel

e. Follow-up questions for Angel
f. Testing Angel/course migration from WebCT

g. Timeline for the move

h. Campus wide luncheon to be held April 1, 2009 to introduce the campus community to the Angel LMS.   
Over the course of the next few weeks, the committee will contact colleagues at other universities using Angel to determine the level of user satisfaction, set up demo accounts with Angel to test the product, host the luncheon on April 1, 2009, and gather feedback from UNA faculty and staff. 
4. Other Business: Sara Huntley asked the committee to consider agreeing to the removal of WebCT/Blackboard courses for all semesters in calendar year 2007 (summer and fall).  This deletion is necessary to increase the efficiency of the backup process for current courses and to guard against potential downtimes and other system failures in WebCT. On motion by Paulette Alexander, seconded by Chris Maynard, the committee voted to recommend the removal of WebCT/Blackboard courses for calendar year 2007 and the sending of a campus wide email outlining this planned deletion. 
5. The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Leigh Thompson

