STAFF SENATE
Meeting Minutes
April 13, 2009
Opening:

The regular meeting of the Staff Senate was called to order at 10:05 a.m. on April 13, 2009 in Faculty/Staff Commons by Tammy Jacques.

Present:

Present were:  Steve Burnett, Kari-Kay Harp, Gail Sutherland as proxy for Chris Horn, Bonnie Coates as proxy for Ethan Humphries, Sara Huntley, Kevin Jacques, Tammy Jacques, Pam Osborn, Brad Peeden, Jennifer Smith, Joan Smith and Pam Trimble.  Also introduced was George Sherrill as the newest member of Staff Senate from Grounds Crew at the Physical Plant.  
I.
Approval of Minutes 
The Minutes were approved by motion from Brad and seconded by Kari-Kay.  

III.
Approval of Agenda
The Agenda was approved by motion from Kevin and seconded by Steve.

IV.
Staff Senate President’s Report
Tammy announced that the next Staff Senate meeting will be held in the GUC Loft.  She also mentioned that this room will not be available for the next cycle due to CAARS taking over the space while construction is being done in Keller.  She reported from the Shared Governance Committee meeting that the survey was not productive.  Some responses indicated that individuals were not aware of what Shared Governance Committee does.  
V.
Shared Governance/Committee Reports
None.
VI.
Old Business

a.
Nominations for officer positions (Secretary and Vice President) – Kari-Kay Harp agreed to accept the nomination for the position of Secretary.  Chris Horn was previously nominated for the position of Vice President/President-Elect.  A vote was taken and all senators approved the nominations.  

b.
Dental Policy – Effective April 1, 2009, dental will be paid from Day 1 of employment and all new employees within their 90-day probation period will be notified of immediate coverage.  

VII.
New Business

a.
Shared Governance Committee Recommendations for 2009-10 -  Tammy passed out a list of those expressing interest.  The following persons will be recommended for appointment by Staff Senate:

Academic/Student Affairs – Jill Chambers, Bonnie Coates, Jennifer Culler; Tammy will resign and ask to have Jim Eubanks appointed for one year; He can certainly ask to continue on the committee afterwards.  

Faculty/Staff Welfare – Julie Yates, Glenda Richey, Jami Schepman
Infrastructure Development – Melissa Medlin

Institutional Effectiveness – Two positions are available.  Gail Sutherland will remain for another term for Advancement.  Tammy will check if the position needs to be from Athletes; if not, Kari-Kay Harp will take it..
Multicultural Advisory – Toysan Reed, Lauren Givens

Shared Governance – Brad Peeden wants to continue

Strategic Planning – Ben Baker

VIII.
Discussion

a.
 Student Recreation Center (Update) – Tammy reiterated what has been discussed to date.  Mr. Shields has the facts and is in discussions with the President.  SGA passed on this by a small margin.  

b.
Smoking Ban on Campus -  Kevin handed out his research on the subject and discussed his findings.  Tammy asked the Senators to talk to their constituents and see how the majority feels.  She will take to the Faculty Senate and the new president of SGA.  


c.
University E-Mail Policy – Tammy is working on this and has asked that it be deferred to the next meeting.  

d.
Compensation Ladder Focus Group Updates – Pam Osborn and Joan talked about the frustrations of the Academic Secretaries group.  Discussions were had of several ideas on how to resolve the problem.  
VIII.
Announcements
The next meeting will take place in the Loft and will be Tammy’s last meeting.  

Adjournment:

Meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m. by Tammy. The next general meeting will be at 10:00 a.m. on May 11, 2009 in the GUC Loft.

Minutes submitted by:
Pam Osborn, Secretary
Minutes submitted to:
Tammy Jacques, President
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