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SGA Senate
Senate Minutes
03 October 2024

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. ROLL CALL
III. MOMENT OF SILENCE
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
V. PASSING OF AGENDA
· There was a motion to amend the agenda. 
· The agenda was passed as amended. 
VI. PASSING OF MINUTES
· There was a motion to pass the minutes as presented.
· The minutes were passed as presented. 
VII. SPECIAL BUSINESS
· Parking QR Code Survey
· The senators present completed the parking survey presented by the Parking Committee. 
VIII. STUDENT FORUM
· The students present did not have anything they would like to say. 
IX. OFFICER REPORTS
· President Mardis 
· She is currently drafting an email to UNA PD concerning parking. 
· Thank you, Chief of Staff Britton, for planning the voter registration event! It was a success. 
· Vice-President McGinnis 
· [bookmark: _Int_kJKJh5qC]The AI committee is now meeting twice a month to draft the AI policy. 
· She encourages everyone to help with the banner! They had paper chairs in place of their last meeting so that the chairs could help paint the banner. 
· Treasurer Batchelor
· She has also been helping paint the homecoming banner. 
· She has been able to purchase more homecoming materials.
· She also encourages everyone to please help with the banner!
· We are in the new fiscal year! We are now able to use this year’s budget. 
· Secretary Kusz
· Freshman Forum Advisors Anthony & Ballenger
· They picked committee chairs and told them the results yesterday.
· They had their first committee meetings yesterday as well. 
· They have their headshots scheduled for next Wednesday’s meeting. 
· They are going over some leadership conference ideas for the committee chairs.
· They are going to be doing Meet Freshman Forum Fridays on Instagram!
· Pro-Tempore Fitz
· [bookmark: _Int_5nGK7P3v]She says that the homecoming banner is coming along really well.
· She encourages everyone to please come help with the banner if you are able to!
· She tells everyone that if they signed up to do an event during homecoming, make sure that it is on their calendar. She says that we need everyone to show up!
· Chief of Staff Britton
· The voter registration event was yesterday, and it was a success! We had a huge presence on campus and were covered by various news outlets. 
· We were able to collaborate with other organizations on campus for this event as well! We also gave away all of our T-shirts. 
· [bookmark: _Int_RCXcSQ3t]She has been in contact with Dean Ellis. We will need to write a resolution/recommendation for the university to analyze the current alma mater and why we can no longer sing it. Dean Ellis wants it to be a five-year plan. She doesn’t think it should be five years, but it could be rebranded along with the Bicentennial Celebration of UNA.
· She will be leading the executive council meeting in place of President Mardis. 
· Historian Plunkett
· The newsletter went out! It is on the SGA board and the website. 
· DIA Saunders
· He has created a spreadsheet for everyone to sign up to go to the organizations that have signed up for the RSO Outreach Initiative. 
1. He will be looking to do these sign-ups next week!
· Communications Director Sommer
· Thank you to everyone who did the Swag Wagon!
· She has mainly been working on graphics surrounding homecoming and elections. 
X. CHAIR REPORTS
· Academic Affairs Chairman Hester
· Their committee got all the stuff they ordered for the buffet goodie bag event
· Please stop by at the event! They will have a ton of stuff there.
· Budget Oversight Chairman Cantrell
· Their committee approved 5 requests, had 2 requests that required modifications, and 1 request was denied.
· Elections and Recruitment Chairwoman Rhoades
· Their committee got the flyers for the voting deadline! They look great!
· Homecoming Court was announced yesterday! Thank you, Communications Director Sommer, for helping with all of the graphics!
· We are getting ready for the king and queen voting in the next few days.
· We will be having a paper committee meeting with Bailee while she is going on her trip. 
· Thank you, Dr. Tammy and Matthew, for helping with homecoming and getting all of the votes together!
· Legislative Affairs Chairwoman Hamilton
· Senator Gilliland and Senator McDonald attended the city council meeting on Tuesday. 
· McFarland Park received a federal grant for 50 million dollars!
· First Friday is back tomorrow! 
· All of the fire stations are collecting disaster relief items.
· Their committee got binders from the bookstore for the speakers coming to speak to Senate.
· Student Welfare Chairman Holcombe
· They didn’t have a meeting this week because they are getting stuff for their event.
· Make sure to come by and help with the event!
XI. SHARED GOVERNANCE
· The Safety Emergency Preparedness Committee will be meeting on October 16th at 3 PM.
XII. AD HOC COMMITTEES
· The Parking Ad Hoc Committee met. They had some very good discussions. The Faculty Senate president came to the committee and said that the faculty wants to park at the bottom two floors of the parking deck. The students did not agree with this idea. 
· They discussed the parking issue with the email that was sent out concerning construction.
· The Monday after next is when they are going to be meeting next.
XIII. OLD BUSINESS
· There was no old business to be presented. 
XIV. NEW BUSINESS
· Bill 24-17: City Council Involvement Act
· Chairwoman Hamilton brought her revised bill to the Senate floor. 
· DIA Saunders likes the bill and thinks that we should pass it. 
· Senator Gilliland moves to go into a vote. Senator Hanback seconds. 
XV. OPEN DISCUSSION
· DEI Training Review
· Chairwoman Hamilton says that as it stands currently, SGA members are punished by the Code of Laws for missing DEI training, and this cannot happen anymore because SB-129 just went into effect on October 1st. 
· Senator McDonald says that this is in section 200.6 of the Code of Laws
· The committee wants to see if we should have optional DEI training or no DEI training at all. This is what is being brought to open discussion.
· Freshman Forum Advisor Ballenger asks if we are taking away the DEI training altogether or just this section in the Code of Laws.
· Chief of Staff Britton says that striking everything out would not mean that we are doing away with DEI training, but this would just mean that Senate can no longer be penalized for this if we miss the DEI training
· Dean Ellis advises that we make this optional if this is still something we would like to pursue
· [bookmark: _Int_0xcNKiY9]Chief of Staff Britton believes this would be up to the administration of Senate to decide whether we will have DEI training at our retreat or not. 
· Senator Gilliland will work on writing a bill to remove all sections concerning this from the Code of Laws.
· There was a motion to move out of open discussion. It was heard and properly seconded. 
XVI. ADVISOR’S REPORT
· We had 1747 votes for homecoming court!
· We had a lot of good qualitative feedback for SGA.
· Reminder to please keep the door on the side of the chambers locked. 
· There has been positive movement with Paint the Paws! There is a strategic plan put in place.
· Ms. Kitts is planning a surprise birthday party for President Kitts! It will be on October 9 from 11:30 – 12:30 at the fountain.
· Reregistration for RSOs has now closed.
· Matthew is about to put in all the allocated events in the GroupMe for anyone who is interested.
· [bookmark: _Int_3wRN7vDb]He is working on Lions Lend-a-Hand for anyone who is interested in working on an initiative or organization.
· Make sure you are taking time for yourself this month! Midterms can be stressful!
XVII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
· 10/12 - Homecoming
· 10/16 - Smile Bev Co: GUC Parking Lot (11 AM -3 PM)
· 10/17 – Study Abroad Information: Alexandria Buttgereit
· 10/21 – Taco Mama Spirit Night (4 PM – 10 PM)
· 10/24 – Speaker Mayor Betterton (Senate Meeting)
XVIII. SGA MEMBER OF THE WEEK
· The SGA Member of the Week this week is Treasurer Batchelor!
XIX. PEP
· Pep to Freshman Forum Advisor Ballenger!
· Pep to Pro-Tempore Fitz!
· Pep to Chief of Staff Britton!
· Pep to Communications Director Sommer!
· Pep to Elections and Recruitment Chairwoman Rhoades!
· Pep to Legislative Affairs Chairwoman Hamilton!
· Pep to the Elections and Recruitment Committee!
· Pep to the Freshman Forum delegates here with us!
· Pep to DIA Saunders, Vice-President McGinnis, and President Mardis!
· Pep to Historian Plunkett!
· Pep to Senator Thomas!
· Pep to Freshman Forum Advisor Anthony!
XX. ADJOURNMENT
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