
UNIVERSITY AWARDS GALA 2019
Gala Opening............................................................................................................................Samuel I. Mashburn

Master and Mistress of Ceremonies.......................................................................................... Chase L. Holcombe
Jacquelyn A. Allen 

Welcome and Remarks from the President...............................................................................Dr. Kenneth D. Kitts

OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Each academic achievement award is determined by the departmental faculty and is presented to the graduating senior in 
each academic major based on academic achievement, character, professionalism and potential. An asterisk by a name 

indicates that the recipient graduated either summer 2018 or fall 2018.

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES	 RECIPIENTS
   Biology....................................................................................................................................... Amanda P. Porter
   Ceramics................................................................................................................................Marissa D. Childers
   Chemistry.................................................................................................................................... Jordan A. Clark
   Communication Arts.....................................................................................Thomas G. “Gil” Carter, Joseph E. Isom
   Criminal Justice............................................................................................................................. Caleb G. Carr
   Earth Systems Sustainability........................................................................................................Ashlin R. Gean
   Engineering Technology..............................................................................................................Joseph M. Cole
   English.....................................................................................................................................Haley J. Gilbertson
   Entertainment Industry............................................................................................................Abigail E. Holcomb
   French.....................................................................................................................................Cassandra Moore*
   Geography............................................................................................................................... Chase A. Womack
   Geographic Information Science................................................................................................Peyton A. Moran
   German...................................................................................................................................... Jessie D. Miller*
   History......................................................................................................................................Brenita S. Softley*
   Hospitality Management.................................................................................................................Tori L. Smith*
   Human Environmental Sciences................................................................................................. Laura C. Scott*
   Industrial Hygiene...................................................................................................................Savannah R. Jones
   Interdisciplinary Studies............................................................................................................ Brian N. Presson
   Interior Design..............................................................................................................Margaret E. “Maggie” Killen
   Mass Communication....................................................................................................................... Molly B. Kiel
   Mathematics............................................................................................................................... Anna C. Mosely*
   Music..........................................................................................................................................Monica C. Parker
   Music, Performance.................................................................................................................... Brian A. Bradley
   Political Science.........................................................................................................................Megan L. Statom
   Professional Writing....................................................................................................................... Lacie N. Rowe
   Psychology........................................................................................................................ Laura “Evelyn” Swinney
   Social Work..............................................................................................................................Desiree K. Hanna*
   Sociology.................................................................................................................................. Chloe M. Brownell
   Spanish..................................................................................................................................... Jenna B. Thigpen
   Theatre....................................................................................................................................Victoria E. Crabtree

Dean’s Award:
	 College of Arts and Sciences, presented by Dr. Carmen L. Burkhalter...................................... Scott T. Griffin



COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
	 Accounting...............................................................................................................................Abigail M. Sides*
	 Computer Information Systems.....................................................................................................Marlon T. Pitt
	 Computer Science..................................................................................................................... Molly K. Palmer
	 Economics....................................................................................................................... Karina Cisneros-Juarez
	 Finance.......................................................................................................................... Christopher L. Gorbatoff
	 Professional Management.................................................................................................... Cameron B. Johns
	 Professional Marketing........................................................................................................... Katy L. Harrington

Dean’s Award:
 	 College of Business, presented by Dr. Gregory A. Carnes........................................Barbara J. “Jimmie” Waites

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN SCIENCES
	 Willingham Award in Elementary Education.......................................................................... Allison M. Morrison
	 Willingham Award in Secondary Education.............................................................................Emma L. Fancher
	 Exercise Science.....................................................................................................................Bradley D. Bailey*
	 Health, Physical Education and Recreation.....................................................................Hannah R. Drummond* 
	 Sport and Recreation Management............................................................................................. Brittany J. Pitt

Dean’s Award:
	 College of Education and Human Sciences, presented by Dr. Katie C. Kinney.........................Noah L. Bishop

ANDERSON COLLEGE OF NURSING AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS
	 Nursing Traditional BSN.......................................................................................................... Victoria M. Tigner
	 Nursing Online RN-BSN.............................................................................................................. Teresa L. Tittle

Dean’s Award:
	 Anderson College of Nursing and Health Professions
	 presented by Dr. Vicki G. Pierce........................................................................................ Michaela M. DeKilder

DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
	 presented by Dr. Ross C. Alexander.............................................................. Joseph M. Cole, Chelsea F. Crews*, 

Gabel V. Duke, Desiree K. Hanna*, Alicia Johnson*, Courtney P. King, Emma G. Melson, Keri A. Methvin*, Holly E. Persell*, 
Brian N. Presson, Johnathon H. Smith*, Kelsy L. Walters*, Dylan B. Wood

UNIVERSITY AWARDS
AWARD	 RECIPIENTS
The Lion’s Cup, presented by Mr. Tyler Thompson.................................................American Marketing Association

Outstanding Volunteerism Awards, presented by Mrs. Bethany Green:
	 Student............................................................................................................................ Nicholas C. “Nic” Smith
	 Student Organization.............................................................................................Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Fraternity and Sorority Life Awards, presented by Ms. Ashley Christman:
	 Fraternity Man of the Year.................................................................................................. Braden “Grant” Gunn
	 Sorority Woman of the Year.................................................................................................... Cameron L. Hunt
	 Daniel R. Leasure Award..................................................................................................... Alpha Gamma Delta



LaGrange Society Awards, presented by Mrs. Julie Taylor:
	 Hostess of the Year................................................................................................................. Brittany M. Cagle
	 Host of the Year................................................................................................................... Samuel I. Mashburn

Housing and Residence Life Staff Member of the Year
	 presented by Mr. Stetson Kinnison and Mr. Ken Starks.................................. Jordon M. Brakeman, Will C. Johnson

Student Employee of the Year, presented by Mr. Stetson Kinnison....................................... Bailey C. Roberson

Disability Support Services Champion Award, presented by Mr. Jeremy Martin...........Dr. Graham L. Sisson Jr.

President’s Diversity Awards, presented by Dr. Kenneth D. Kitts:
	 Faculty Diversity................................................................................................................Dr. Patricia F. Sanders
	 Staff Diversity.................................................................................................................................. Cala Flippo
	 Student Diversity.................................................................................................................... Anna Grace Kiddy

Global Lions Awards, presented by Dr. Chunsheng Zhang:
	 International Student....................................................................................................... Karina Cisneros-Juarez
	 Study Abroad Student..................................................................................................................Emily C. Farris

Undergraduate Service Awards, presented by Dr. Kimberly A. Greenway............................... Melanie A. Brown
Braden “Grant” Gunn, Samuel I. Mashburn, Trenten N. “Trent” Trammel

Hall of Fame Awards, presented by Dr. Kimberly A. Greenway.......................................Rebecca J. “Becca” Bush
Alva Isabella “Bella” R. Martinez, Dylan L. Rose, Brenita S. Softley

University Man 2019, presented by Dr. Kenneth D. Kitts....................................................Nicholas C. “Nic” Smith

University Woman 2019, presented by Dr. Kenneth D. Kitts...................................................... Jocelyn T. Barnes

W. T. McElheny Award, presented by Ms. Anne Walton Herston..............................................  Bethany L. Green

Dr. Kimberly A. Greenway Outstanding Service Award, presented by Mr. Blake Polson.......Dr. Will E. Brewer

Distinguished Staff Employee of the Year Award, presented by Mr. Bishop Alexander..........Regina B. Sherrill

Eleanor Gaunder Phi Kappa Phi Excellence in Teaching Award 
      presented by Mrs. Stephanie L. Montgomery...................................................... Dr. Margaret “Peggy” Bergeron

Academic Affairs Faculty Awards, presented by Dr. Ross C. Alexander:
	 Outstanding Advising............................................................................................ Dr. Alejandra Alvarado-Brizuela
	 Dr. Jim F. Couch Outstanding Scholarship/Research........................................................... Dr. Corey S. Cagle
	 Outstanding Service.............................................................................................................. Dr. Lee G. Renfroe
	 Dr. Lawrence J. Nelson Outstanding Teaching.............................................................. Dr. Jean Ann Helm Allen



UNA POLICY ON NONDISCRIMINATION  
UNA adheres to all federal and state civil rights laws prohibiting discrimination in public institutions of higher education. UNA will not dis-
criminate against any employee, applicant for employment, student or applicant for admission on the basis of race, color, sex, pregnancy, 
religion, creed, ethnicity, national origin, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, veteran or military status, predisposing genetic 
characteristics, domestic violence victim status or any other protected category under applicable local, state or federal law, including protections 
for those opposing discrimination or participating in any resolution process on campus or within the Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion or other human rights agencies. This policy covers nondiscrimination in employment and in access to educational opportunities. Reports 
of discrimination may be reported to the following areas: Human Resources, Student Conduct, University Ombudsman, Title IX Coordinator.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
Dr. Kenneth D. Kitts, President

Dr. Kimberly A. Greenway, Interim Vice President for Student Affairs
Dr. Ross C. Alexander, Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Student Government Association
University Communications and Marketing

UNIVERSITY AWARDS GALA COMMITTEE
Ms. Veronica Allen, Executive Assistant, Student Affairs

Mrs. Juliette M. Butler, Senior Administrative Assistant, Student Engagement
Ms. Melissa L. Clark, Executive Assistant, Academic Affairs

Mrs. Tammy W. Jacques, Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs
Dr. Katie C. Kinney, Interim Dean, College of Education and Human Sciences

Mrs. Amy M. Swinford, Senior Administrative Assistant, Student Conduct
Mr. Tyler T. Thompson, Director, Student Engagement

2018-2019 SGA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Chase L. Holcombe, President

Gregory “Blake” Polson, Vice President for Senate
Rebecca “Becca” J.  Bush, Vice President for University Program Council

Braden “Grant” Gunn, Treasurer
Anne Walton Herston, Secretary

Cody W. Titus, Pro Tempore (Senate)
Hunter “Tate” Gooch, Chief of Staff


